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2019 
 
Dear Parent(s),  

 
Congratulations!  Your youth has been elected as a candidate for membership in the Order of the Arrow,                                                        
Boy Scouts of America’s National Honor Society. Its purpose is to: 

 
Recognize those who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives and through that recognition cause 
others to conduct themselves in a way that warrant similar recognition. 

 
Promote camping, responsible outdoor adventure, and environmental stewardship as essential components of 
every Scout’s experience, in the unit, year-round, and in summer camp. 
 
Develop leaders with the willingness, character, spirit and ability to advance the activities of their units, our 
brotherhood, of Scouting, and ultimately our nation. 

 
Crystallize the Scout habit of helpfulness into a life purpose of leadership in cheerful service to others. 

 
A candidate must complete his Ordeal (during 2019) to become a member of the Aal-Pa-Tah Lodge Order of the Arrow. 
Aal-Pa-Tah Lodge felt it was important for you to receive this information in advance so you may facilitate your son’s 
completion of the Ordeal process. If your son does not attend the March or May then he will have to be re-elected by his 
Unit in the next elections cycle.  If you have any questions, please contact me. 

 
  
Yours in the Brotherhood of Cheerful Service, 

Matthew Grabasch  
Inductions Vice-Chief 
Inductions@aalpatah.org 
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Equipment for the Ordeal: 
Your son will need to arrive at the Ordeal in their Uniform (Class B) with the following equipment, prepared to spend the 
first night under the stars: 
BSA Health Form – Parts A, B & C including the physical (Copy Only – please have form B signed and dated by the 
parent for 2019)   *   Field and Activity Uniform   *   Work clothes (jeans, long or short sleeve shirt, closed-toe shoes, 
work gloves, hat)   *   Sleeping Bag   *   Ground Cloth   *   Backpack [to hike gear (except tent)]    *   Foam Pad (for 
sleeping on ground under stars Friday night)    *   Tent (for Saturday night – may share with other Candidates from 
same unit)   *   Insect repellant   *   Sunscreen   *   Flashlight   *   Rain Gear   *   Water Bottle   *   Personal Hygiene 
Items (soap, towel, shampoo, toothbrush/paste) 
 
CELL PHONES ARE NOT ENCOURAGED FOR NEW CANDIDATES.  WE WILL REQUEST THAT CELL PHONES BE TURNED IT 
AT REGISTRATION ON FRIDAY AND BE RETURNED AT CHECK-OUT AT 11 AM ON SUNDAY. 
 
The candidate will need to carry all of his gear in a backpacking type bag (except for his tent for Saturday Night). 
Candidates will change into work clothes on Saturday morning and will be given an opportunity to clean up and change 
back into their field uniform for the Ordeal Ceremony Saturday night.  For Health and Safety purposes, work clothes, 
consisting of long or short sleeve shirts, long pants, closed toe shoes, gloves and a hat, are required for participation in 
the service projects. Service projects may include brush clearing and camp clean-up (and may include painting). Several 
locations may have poison ivy or thorns.  Consider suggesting that your son apply sunblock lotion on Saturday morning 
and drink plenty of fluids during the Ordeal. 
 
Candidates should eat a hearty meal before arriving at the Ordeal or plan to pick up something to eat at the GATOR 
GRILL onsite (food items for sale).  Candidates should not bring food unless it is part of a medically prescribed diet 
detailed on the medical form. All medications to be taken should be listed on the health form and turned into the 
Health Officer on check in.  Candidates should go to the Health Lodge as needed for medications anytime throughout 
the Ordeal.  They will need to take their Friday night medications prior to leaving on the Ordeal.   Please notify the 
Ordeal Staff about required medication.  
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
The cost of the Ordeal is $60 if paid in full one week prior to the weekend.  Available payment methods include cash, 
check or credit card.   To register go to the event registration tab of the Aal-Pa-Tah website (http://aalpatah.org/) and 
print the form and mail or bring it to the Council Service Center with payment or use the online payment method 
selecting the Ordeal Candidate Option. The Ordeal fee covers 2019 dues, Lodge flap (patch), OA sash, OA handbook, 
camping fees, program supplies, weekend patch and meals. A candidate must attend the complete Ordeal process to 
become a member of the Order of the Arrow.  Walk-ins and late registrations (less than one week before the Ordeal) 
should take all registration and medical forms to the Ordeal. There is a $5 late registration fee for registrations received 
less than one week before an Ordeal.   CHECK-IN BEGINS AT 7 PM ON FRIDAY.  THE ORDEAL IS NOT OVER UNTIL 11 AM 
ON SUNDAY.   CANDIDATES WILL NOT RECEIVE THEIR PATCHES, BOOK, MEMBERSHIP CARD UNTIL SUNDAY MORNING. 
 
After your son completes his Ordeal, he is encouraged to attend Chapter meetings and to take full advantage of all that 
the OA has to offer your son. Aal-Pa-Tah Lodge has many opportunities for service, leadership development, Native 
American dancing, drumming, and ceremonies. As a member of the Order, he will be able to participate in exclusive 
Lodge events (e.g., Fall Ordeal, Winter Fellowship, Spring Ordeal, Summer Pow Wow), Regional events (e.g., Section 
Conference, Section Leadership Summit), and National events (e.g., National Order of the Arrow Conference). He can 
even serve a valuable role both to his Unit and his Chapter at the same time by serving as OA Troop/Team 
Representative. This role counts as a Position of Responsibility toward the rank of Eagle.  The OA has something for 
everyone.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Lodge Chief or Lodge Adviser 

http://aalpatah.org/
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Question: Why all the secrecy around the OA activities? 
Answer: The Order of the Arrow recognizes that an aura of mystery not only stimulates interest in the OA, but 
also helps new members feel proud of an accomplishment that is not achieved by every Scout. Most 
candidates receive fewer benefits if they know about the induction in advance. Knowledge of the Ordeal 
events lowers expectancy, and dulls the edge of experience. In other words, you hurt candidates by telling 
them about the "Ordeal." Parents should feel free to discuss the experiences their children had at the Ordeal, 
after its completion. The Order of the Arrow is happy to share any pertinent information about our activities 
with parents who are not members.  The OA is not a secret society, and does not support hazing in any form. 
BSA has officially stated: 
 "The induction is not a hazing or an initiation ceremony. The Order is not a secret Scout organization, and its 
ceremonies are open to any parent, Scout leader, or religious leader. There is an element of mystery in the 
ceremonies for the sake of its effect on the candidates. For this reason, ceremonies are not put on in public. The 
ceremonies...are not objectionable to any religious group." 
 
Question: Can parents or non-OA Members attend Ceremonies? 
Answer: Parents and non-OA siblings are strongly discouraged from attending OA Ceremonies. Our concern is 
that the future experiences of participants who may one day have an opportunity to join the Lodge will be 
spoiled. 
 
Question: What happens during the Ordeal? 
Answer: The Ordeal starts with an inspiring ceremony, where the candidate is presented with four activities to 
help him understand the obligations of a member of the Order: brotherhood, cheerfulness, and service. Once 
the four activities are completed, the member takes an obligation of service, and becomes an Ordeal member 
in the OA. Note that nothing in the Ordeal is considered hazing; the Ordeal activities are intended to promote 
self-discovery and inspiration while providing service to our Scout camps. All ceremonies are reviewed 
regularly by Scouting and religious leaders. The experience of the Ordeal is to challenge the candidate to 
understand an obligation of life-long cheerful service. 
 
Question: How do Scouts benefit from the OA? 
Answer: In 2017, over 450 Arrowmen in Aal-Pa-Tah Lodge gave more than 3,500 hours of service to their 
Units, Districts, Council and communities. The Order of the Arrow program provides additional opportunities 
for a Scout to develop leadership talents and motivational skills; improve speaking, planning, and motivational 
skills; fellowship with older Scouts; and achieve a deeper understanding about cheerfully and unselfishly giving 
of himself in the service of his fellow Scouts. 
 
Question: What is expected of a new OA member? 
Answer: OA members are expected to stay active in their Troop, set an example by living the Scout Oath and 
Law, promote camping, and provide service to Scouting and the community. In addition, OA members should 
attend monthly Chapter meetings in their District, attend Lodge events, pay annual dues, and provide service 
to future Ordeals. 
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Question: How do new OA members get involved? 
Answer: Besides the personal experience of being part of an Honor Society, Arrowmen can sharpen their 
leadership skills, work with others to solve problems, and brainstorm with others to help make the 
organization as strong as it can be.  Getting involved is easy. OA programs provide a variety of innovative 
leadership opportunities and fun events not found anywhere else in Scouting. New Arrowmen should first find 
out when and where their Chapter meets in their District by visiting www.aalpatah.org.  Arrowmen can serve 
as an Elangomat or “friend” at Ordeals to make new candidates feel welcome. Serving as an Elangomat is a 
wonderful leadership experience as well as an opportunity to make new friends. Serving as an Elangomat 
can also help youth achieve the Leadership in Service Award as well as the Elangomat Sash.   
 
Scouts can help their unit and earn credit for rank advancement leadership by becoming a Troop OA 
Representative. The Troop OA Representative serves as a link between the Lodge or Chapter and the Unit. In 
the Unit, the Troop OA Representative makes sure that fellow Arrowmen know about upcoming OA events. In 
addition, the Troop OA Representative takes information back to the Chapter and Lodge on how the OA can 
help the Unit. The OA Troop Representative is a very important role to the OA. It is a way to serve the Lodge 
and Unit at the same time, and fulfill a leadership requirement for advancement towards Eagle.  
 
Ceremony Teams conduct inspirational Arrow of Light Ceremonies, Pre-Ordeal and Ordeal Ceremonies and 
Brotherhood Ceremonies. In addition, ceremony teams have many exciting opportunities to participate in 
competitions at the Lodge, Section, and National level events. Joining a ceremonial team is a rewarding 
experience. Workshops on Native American Dancing and Drumming are available at many lodge weekends. 
Aal-Pa-Tah’s Hitchiti Dance Team promotes cultural education through song, authentic dance, crafts, and 
more. Individual dancing and drumming competitions occur at many Lodge, Section, and National events.  
 
The OA was founded upon camping traditions. Each Chapter has a Camp Promotions Team to improve 
interest in our local camps and promote the excitement of camping and adventure.  Serving on Summer Camp 
Staff at Camp Tanah Keeta is an outstanding opportunity to serve Scouting.  Every year there are lots of 
awesome opportunities for Arrowmen to participate in Lodge and Section events. 

http://www.aal-pa-tah.org/

